
 

 

Every First Day: 

¶ 11:00 am  Meeting for Worship and First Day School

  (Childcare available & First Day School*) 

¶ 12:00 pm Announcements, Refreshments, and Visiting 

 

September  

Sun.,  Sept. 6, 10:00 am   Faith and Practice   

  (Coffee at 9:45; childcare provided) 

Thurs. Sept. 10, 7:00 pm Meeting for Worship With 

  A Concern For Business  *  

Sun., Sept. 13, 12:45 pm Rise of Meeting Luncheon  

Sun., Sept. 20, 10:00 am Hymn Sing  

Sun., Sept. 20 11:00 am First Day School begins! 

Sun., Sept. 27, 12:45 pm  Earth Care Witness Committee  

* Due to Easton Day being on the 2nd Sunday, Business 

Meeting will be held on Thurs., Sept. 10 at 7:00. 

 

 

Be A Part of Albany Friends Meetingõs First 

Photo Album!  
Work continues on our Meeting photo album, to include 

both photos and information about our Members and 

Attenders.  If you haven't yet filled out our questionnaire, 

please visit our website at www.albanyquakers.org, and 

click on "Be a part of our new photo album".  You can 

also pick one up at Meeting for Worship - it only takes a 

few minutes to fill out.  If you haven't had your picture 

taken yet, just send in a favorite to 

gotfriends@albanyquaker.org, or contact Anita Stanley at 

237-5624.  Thanks for everyone's help! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti -Racism Discussion 

Sept. 20 at 2:30 to include 

potluck at 12:30.  

(See page 3 for details.) 

 

 

 

 

NY Yearly Meeting Seeks Your Thoughts in 

Questionnaire on Page 6  

Note to Monthly meeting contacts:  Sessions 

Committee is seeking responses from households, 

rather than from monthly meetings. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT ALTERING 

SUMMER SESSIONS? 

Many people are very uncomfortable with the cost of 

attending summer sessions at Silver Bay and the 

inequities it seems to build into our NYYM 

community.  Sessions Committee has been asked to 

consider alternatives.  For 2010, we are considering 

whether we can manage with less time at Silver Bay.  

For future years, the possibility of finding another 

(cheaper) site is also being investigated.  Your 

responses will help Sessions Committee evaluate those 

(and other) options.  Please send your responses by 

September 15 to msmellie@gmail.com or Melanie-

Claire Mallison  658 Five Mile Drive, Ithaca, NY 14850  

 

Can You Go GREEN?  
If you have the ability to e-mail, and you receive the 

newsletter via regular mail, please consider receiving 

the newsletter electronically.  It will save the Meeting 

money in time, many trees, and the cost of printing 

and stamps.  Please notify Julia Richards via e-mail at 

juliagrace@aol.com or you may phone her to be 

removed from the snail mail list and GO GREEN! 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

Calendar And Calendar Notes  
Unless specified, events are held at the Meeting House  

Albany Friends Meeting 

Newsletter  

September  

2009 

See Peace 

Week Photos 

on Page 4!!! 

mailto:msmellie@gmail.com
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 Folk Music Gathering Bids Farewell  

 

The Albany Friends Meeting òQuaker Folk Music 

Groupó will have celebrated its last Folk Session on 

the 30th of August and will have been laid down on 

that date.  This gathering has been a regular part of 

Albany Friends Community for well over 24 years 

meeting primarily in the meeting house.  The 

gathering focused on the time-honored musical, 

spiritual and community life enrichening tradition of 

live participatory folk music.  Participants came from 

as far as 60 miles away to attend the bi-weekly group, 

which in large part used the òRise Up Singingó 

songbooks contributed to the group by the late 

Margallen Fichter in the early years of the gathering. 

 

A heartfelt belief of most who attended through the 

years was that all music is best experienced through 

participation, and that there are qualities to what can 

be known as òFolk Musicó that expands human 

consciousness, experience and sensitivity in ways that 

rival if not exceed the social impacts of the other 

mainstream cultural and classical arts.  

 

Highlights for the community from this writerõs 

standpoint, were those such as witnessing young 

musicians evolve from barely knowing how to fashion 

chords and keep meter, to be presently regarded as 

polished professional performers in venues 

throughout the Capital District.  The gathering 

spawned at least three performing groups... one of 

which has recently released its first full length CD, 

and a Social Justice and Labor Rally group, which has 

performed for audiences as far away as Washington 

D.C.  

 

All Participants want to thank the Albany Friends 

Community for the generous use of the Meeting 

House these many years, without which this gathering 

could not have been the success it was.   

News from Earthcare Witness Committee  

 

The committee discussed a recent publication believed 

to be of great consequence for those concerned with 

the long term health and well-being of our earth 

home.  Peter G Brown and Geoffrey Garver have - 

through their book - Building a Whole Earth Economy, 

both created a compelling description of the precise 

nature of the environmental problem facing the world 

community, and a practical means for persons and 

groups to live in the ways that sustain and nurture the 

web of life upon which we all do depend.  

(BK Berrett - Koehler Publishers Inc. 

WWW.bkcurrents.com 

(Downloads available for a fee from the internet) 

 

The committee has taken it upon itself to obtain and 

read this publication and recommends that Friends who 

share this concern do the same.  The committee is also 

obtaining a study guide for the book, and in the future 

will be considering the hosting of an open study of the 

subject  under the auspices of Albany Friends Meeting 

Business Meeting, and available to all members and 

attenders interested. 

 

The committee also wishes to remind the community 

that October 24th is The International Day of Climate 

Action, and that connected to this date is a significant 

benchmark of 350 PPM of Carbon Dioxide, the 

adoption of which is being encouraged by author and 

activist Bill McKibben.  350 parts per million is widely 

believed by the scientific community to be the 

maximum carrying capacity within the atmosphere 

required for long term planet sustainability. (The 

current level is 387 PPM)  Find further information 

at  WWW.350.org 

 

 

òWar is Not the 

Answeró Lawn Sign 
Julia Richards is distributor 

for War is Not the Answer 

lawn signs from Friends 

Committee on National   

Legislation (FCNL).  If you 

would like a sign for a $5.00 

donation, please phone her at 439-7068 or the Meeting 

House has a supply.  

http://WWW.bkcurrents.com
http://WWW.350.org


 

 

                                Whom to call with questions  
Caretakersõ Corner 

We now have a compost bin in the 

backyard! If you 

would like to 

compost your fresh 

food scraps, we have 

small buckets with 

instructions available 

for pick-up on the 

back porch after Meeting. Return 

the filled bucket to the porch and 

pick-up a clean one to take home. 

Easy! 

 
Work Day Dates 2009/2010  

Oct. 3, 2009 Nov. 7, 2009 
Feb. 6, 2010 March 6, 2010 

April 3, 2010 May/June dates TBA 

Work Day starts at 10:00 am and ends 
when we are done. All days feature the 
famous Quaker potluck. If you cannot 

make these dates, we always welcome 
help at any time. Just give us a call or 
email. 

Community Activity and Events  

Sept. 1 Tues. 6 PM at Albany Law School, 80 New Scotland Ave., Albany   Kristele Younes of Refugees International will 
speak on: ò The Iraq Refugee Crisis: An International Perspectiveó  She traveled extensively and worked with refugees in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. This will be followed by a light meal for those observing Ramadan and Discussion. 

Sept. 2 Wed., 12:00 to 2:00 PM Ms. Younes will speak at the Albany Friends Meeting. (brown bag lunch) on òThe Human 
Impact of U.S. Policy on the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Sept. 3 Thurs. 7:00ñ9:00 PM Dr. Steve Breyman who teaches at RPI will speak at the Bethlehem Public Library on òAf-Pak 

Strategy for Obamaó. 

Sept. 7 Mon. 1:00 ð 6:00 PM Labor Day  Annual Solidarity Labor Picnic at Menands Park Hamburgers, Hot dogs and 
beverages provided.  Pot luck ð salads and desserts.  Speakers, Music, Tabling. 

Sept. 9 Wed., 4:00 pmñGrandparents Day.  Join Grannies for Peace meeting at Emmaus Church, W. Lawrence and Morris 
Sts., Albany with refugee children in the Refugee afterschool program to make peace related crafts and sing peace 
songs.  (477-4004) 

Sept. 15 Tues., 12:15-1:15 PM at Albany Public Library. Rick Stevesõ ò Iranó video showing his early 2009 visit with the people 
of Iran previously shown on PBS  He described it as the most surprising and fascinating land he has ever visited. . Q & A with 
people who have visited Iran. Discussion. 

Sept. 20 Sun. Discussion Groups using the òAnti racism Cookbook. 9/20 Introductory Discussion  Appetizers (2:30-5:00PM) 
for all sessions;  2nd session Oct.  4 main course; 3rd session  desserts on Oct. 18.  Pot luck at 12:30 each day.   
 Info: 274 -0784; after Sept. 4  772-2290. 

¶ Peace and Justice Fair at Presbyterian and New England Congregational Church, 24 Circular St. Saratoga 

Springs  12:00-4:00PM Peace-ing it Together 

¶ Family fun, Music, Lunch Venders 30 Exhibitors, Workshops   Ecumenical Service at 3:30PM  Learn peace through 
many avenues. www.peace-ing.org 

Sept. 29 Tues. 7:00PM at the East Greenbush Community Library, 10 Community Way, E. Greenbush   Rick Stevesõ video on 

Iran  see Sept. 15 item  766-2992 

Page 3 Albany Friends Meeting 

Clerk: Betsy Voss 273-1840  

Assistant Clerk Becky Raymond 674-0344 

Trustees: Judith Fetterley  475-1773 

                                                

Ministry & Counsel: Co-clerks Dot Richards 478-2220 

  Stacey Faraone 439-8397  

Nurture & Oversight: Steven Taylor-Roth  280-0396 

First Day School: Kathleen Packard    966-4144 

Building Use By Outside Group: 

Paula McConnell & Kurt Seitz:   caretaker@albanyquakers.org  

Meeting Treasurer:  Maggy Wiard          235-8102                                        

Peace & Service/Alternatives to Violence Project:  

                                               Pat Beetle               477-4004 

Childrenõs Peace Week: Sue Clark 274-0784 

Newsletter: Julia Richards 439-7068 

Send news to:                    juliagrace@aol.com 

Website:                         www.albanyquakers.org 

http://www.peace-ing.org/
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10th 
Annual  

2009 

Peace 

Week  

Peace Crafts 


